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CONTRIBUTIONS TO OPERATIVE SURGERY. 


By Joun P. Metraver, M.D., LL.D., Prince Edward 

C. H., Virginia. 
Case 1.*—Ulcerated Steatomatous Tumors. 
—This case occurred with a stout, robust, la- 
boring man, about 30 years old, and the an- 
terior middle portion of the thigh was the 
seat of the disease. When the patient came 
into the hands of the writer, the entire ante- 
rior portion of the tumor had ulcerated so as 
to expose its cavity, presenting an exten- 
sive, deep, concave ulcer, of arough, ragged 
surface. The tumor, before it ulcerated, was 
about ten inches in length, extending itself 
in the direction of the continuity of the 
thigh, and fully five inches wide. Excessive 
discharges of sanious pus escaped from this 
extensive ulcer, and was of most foetid cha- 
racter, from the beginning of the ulcerating 
process. 

In a remarkable degree the general health 
had deteriorated, the patient having become 
pale, feeble, emaciated ; with loss of appe- 
tite, impaired digestion, constipation, and 
often diarrhcea, as well as hectiform fever, 
especially in the evening. 

The condition of the ulcer, when first 
seen by the writer, led him to suppose that 
improper treatment might have imparted to 
it the existing unfavorable appearances ; 
but a careful examination into its history 
induced him to abandon that opinion, as it 
disclosed the fact that the case was an ul- 
cerated steatomatous tumor, the anterior 
wall having partially sloughed away so as 
to open the cyst. The long continuance of 
this terrific ulcer, its tendency to extend 





* There is an obvious propriety in the publication of 
cases of disease which have bccn treated, especially 
those of anomalous character, or of rare occurrence, 
whether fortunate or otherwise in their results, as they 
may serve both as precedents and beacons, particularly 
with young and inexperienced practitioners; and where 
such cases are faithfully reported they may also increase 
in some degree the stock of our practical knowledge. 

The following contributions are presented to his pro- 
fessional brethren by the writer in the hope, if they fail 
to instruct, that they will not mislead his junior and in- 
experienced fellow-laborers of the profession. 
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and to destroy the surrounding structures, 
together with the failing health of the pa- 
tient, determined the writer to extirpate the 
entire diseased mass; and it was executed 
in the following manner:— 

The patient was placed upon a high, nar- 
row table, with the affected limb fully ex- 
tended. The entire cyst was now carefully 
removed by pretty rapid dissection, with 
the extensive superimposed ulcer. An ex- 
tensive wound was opened, from the surface 
of which much blood flowed, but only yield- 
ed by comparatively small vessels. The 
tumor was confined to the cellular structure 
beneath the skin, but it had compressed the 
muscles on the anterior portion of the thigh 
so as to render them very thin. It was not 
necessary to ligate a single artery, as the 
ice water employed to wash out the wound 
completely restrained the bleeding. In 
closing this extensive wound, the flaps were 
found too narrow, even by forced stretch- 
ing of them; and, as it was deemed im- 
portant to the cure that the wound should 
be covered by healthy integument, if prac- 
ticable, the writer determined to form a 
sliding flap on the external border of the 
wound by making a longitudinal incision 
parallel with, and rather longer than its 
border, quite down to the muscles; and by 
an undermining section of the subcutaneous 
structures, to separate the flap thus insu- 
lated from the supporting muscles. Thus 
formed, the flap was readily drawn over 
the surface of the wound, which it covered, 
and was then carefully adjusted and con- 
fined to the opposite border. The chasm 
between its external margin and the corres- 
ponding edge of the sound integuments was 
closed by pressing the opposing borders 
together, or, rather, by pressing that of the 
sound skin in contact with the correspond- 
ing edge of the flap, and there confining it 
with sutures supported by adhesive straps, 
a compress and bandage. The limb below 
the seat of the ulcer was bandaged to pre- 
vent tumefaction. Water dressing was 
employed, and the limb kept extended, as 
well as perfectly at rest. The wound healed 
rapidly, and in two weeks was perfectly 
well. Not the slightest unpleasant occur- 
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rence took place during the cure. The su- 
tures were removed on the 7th and 9th days 
after the extirpation. It could be perceived 
that there was manifest improvement of the 
general health in a few days after the ope- 
ration. The man recovered, with the perfect 
use of the limb, and has enjoyed good health 
now 15 years since the operation. 

Case 11.—The subject of this case was a 
strong, robust man, aged about 39 years, 
of intemperate habits both in eating and 
drinking. As in case first, the history and 
examination left no doubt with the writer 
that the disease was ulcerated steatoma, 
and the ulcer had already existed considera- 
bly more than a year. It was seated on 
the left arm, about midway between the 
point of the shoulder and the elbow-joint 
and antero-outer aspect of the limb. The 
ulcer was fully eight inches in length, and 
two and a half, or three, in its transverse 
diameter. It presented very nearly the 
appearances of the ulcer in case first in all 
respects, and was attended with like dis- 
charges, both in foetor and copiousness. In 
this case, too, a hectiform fever attended, 
and with marked impairment of the general 
health. A great variety of remedies had 
been employed in its treatment, both topi- 


cal and constitutional, without the slightest | 


benefit, before the case came into the hands 
of the writer. 

The treatment of this case differed from 
that adopted in case first, in not requiring a 
sliding flap to cover the wound left by the 
extirpated mass. The flaps were rendered 
wide enough, after the removal of the dis- 
eased structures, by merely forming an un- 
dermining dissection from the muscles to 
the extent of an inch or so. By this expe- 
dient the writer was enabled to cover the 
wound without difficulty. The flaps, too, 
were not much extended, and when ap- 
proximated were easily held in contact by 
sutures, adhesive plasters, compresses, and 
a bandage. As in case first, the limb was 
bandaged nearly up to the axilla. No liga- 
tures were required, as the divided vessels 
were small and readily restrained by the 
free use of ice water in washing out the 
wound. The water dressing was used. 
ten days from the extirpation, the cure was 
perfect. The general health improved rap- 
idly. There never was any return of the 
ulcer. 

These cases were unquestionably degene- 
rated steatomatous tumors, but the writer 
‘js not so well satisfied as to the causation 
of the ulcerating processes which opened 
their cavities. 
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These tumors generally heal | and water. 





readily when opened, and without the least 
tendency to ulcerate. I think it probable 
ulceration followed a goading course of 
treatment in these cases. 

Case I1Il.—Anomalous Example of Hy- 
drocele.—The subject of this case was a 
healthy laboring man, about 28 years of age; 
the hydrocele had existed over two years. 
When examined by the writer, it was nearly 
as large as a foetal head at birth, and occu- 
pied the left side of the scrotum. 

The operation was determined on and ex- 
ecuted with the trocar, and the cavity in- 
jected with Port wine, according to Earl’s 
method. The case was lost sight of by the 
writer after a week, but the condition of 
the parts during, and.at the close of the 
week—very considerable tumefaction, in- 
flammation, &c., having followed—induced 
the belief that a radical cure could hardly 
fail to result. At the expiration of eight 
months, however, the patient returned, the 
hydrocele having reappeared, and of a size 
exceeding that of the previous one. Sus- 
pecting that the failure of the operation de- 
pended upon some obscure disease of the 
testis, or of the tunica vaginalis—perhaps 
of the cord—it was determined to operate 
now by incision, with the design of explor- 
ing the cavity, after evacuating the water, 
in search of the cause of the unexpected re- 
turn of the hydrocele. Accordingly the 
serum was evacuated by an incision, fully 
two inches in length, on the anterior aspect 
of the tumor; the index finger being intro- 
duced into the cavity during the escape of 
the fluid, and kept there to prevent derange- 
ment of the track of the incision by the 
contraction of the walls of the hydrocele, 
and for the purpose of exploring the cavity 
after becoming empty. The cavity was 
carefully explored, and the cause of failure 
was fully declared. In passing the finger 
over the interior of the tumor, numerous 
bony formations were discovered about the 
size of grains of wheat, of an ovoidal shape, 
very smooth, and attached to the serous 
surface by short, fibroid peduncles; they 
seemed to be pretty equally distributed over 
the cavity, with the exception of the portion 








In | bounded’by the septum, where none existed. 


These bodies were carefully excised, one 
by one, by pinching them up with the index 
and thumb, and cutting them off with scis- 
sors until fifty-three were removed. The 
cavity was again and again carefully ex- 
plored with the fingers, and feeling satisfied 
all had been taken away, the operation was 
finished by filling the cavity with Port wine 
A perfect cure followed, and 
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the patient remains well to the date of this 
paper, now more ‘than ten years since the 
operation was performed.* 

Case 1V.—Wound of the Arcus Sublimis 
of the left Hand.—The subject of this case 
was a young female just entering her teens. 
The accident was caused while cutting an 
apple held in the palm of the left hand with 
a small and very sharp knife. Very free 
bleeding followed the infliction of the wound, 
and furten days, as the writer was informed, 
a compress of a piece of silver coin, confined 
to the wound with a compress and bandage, 
constituted the treatment. The fact that the 
case proved refractory might have been 
expected from the employment of such in- 
efficient measures. The little patient was 
brought to a neighboring village, where 
the writer was requested to see her. There 
had been no attempt to dilate, or to take up 
the wounded artery. Inflammation had set 
in, and to some extent occupied the seat of 
the wound, so much so as to render even 
the most delicate manipulation painful. The 
hemorrhage still continued to recur when- 
ever the metallic compress was removed, or 
even loosened. In consultation, the writer 
advised against attempts to take up the ar- 
tery, by reason of the inflamed condition of 
the wound, and for the farther reason, that, 
should the artery be tied near the wounded 
portion of it, being softened by inflamma- 
tion, the ligature, in all probability, would 
be soon cast off. He proposed, under the 
circumstances, to make trial of compression, 
which was adopted, and employed in the 
following manner: A smail, firm dossil of 
lint just to fill the bottom of the wound was 
first pressed firmly into it with a probe ; then 
each succeeding one being rendered larger 
than its predecessor as the wound widened, 
was applied until the cavity was filled above 
its level. Over these a thick, firm compress 
was placed, supported by a tightly-applied 
bandage. The first dossil of lint command- 
ed the hemorrhage completely, and it must 
have been applied immediately to the bleed- 
ing mouth, as it was of very small size. 
The hemorrhage never returned, and on 
the eighth day, when the dressing was re- 
moved, the wound was found to be com- 
pletely filled with granulations, and nearly 
cicatrized. This dressing caused little or 
no pain, and the little patient was never 





* Since the occurrence of this case the writer invaria- 
bly operates by incision, so as to enable him to explore 
the cavity of the hydrocele. He has only met with two 
cases of hydrocele complicated with ossific deposits upon 
the tunica vaginalis—the first, the one here described ; 
the other in the form of flakes of variable length and 
width, and exceedingly thin. 








confined a moment by it. In twelve days, 
the wound had completely cicatrized. 

The treatment of this case, here detailed, 
doubtless saved this youthful patient the 
pain as well as dangers of the ligation of 
the wounded artery, or of the trunk giving 
origin to it, perhaps of the main trunk. In 
many instances the writer has adopted this 
method in wounded arteries, and pretty 
uniformly with success. In a case of wound 
ofthe artery at the bend of the arm in bleed- 
ing, he arrested the hemorrhage by filling 
the wound with dossils of lint firmly packed, 
then applying graduated compresses along 
and over the arteries of the forearm, as well 
as the humerus, quite to the axilla, support- 
ed by a bandage firmly applied. In this 
case the hemorrhage never recurred after 
the dressing was applied, and the patient 
recovered perfectly in ten days, without 
the slightest tendency to aneurism. 


—_— 





ATTEMPTED SUICIDE BY SWALLOWING 
BROKEN GLASS. 
Read before the Boston Society for Medical Observation, 


by Joun G. Biake, M.D., Boston. Notes by 
L. S. Dixon, House Officer, City Hospital. 


E. K., a young girl, aged 16, and in good 
health, desiring to end her life, pounded up 
a small glass bottle into fragments the size 
of a split pea and under: of these, at about 
5, P.M., Nov. 19, she swallowed a full tea- 
spoonful, taken at several times in bread. 
Very little discomfort followed, until the 
next morning ; she then felt sharp, cutting 
pains in the epigastrium, coming on in par- 
oxysms, which continued to increase in in- 
tensity until, at 44, P.M., concealment was 
no longer possible, and a doctor was sent 
for. The patient was found delirious from 
the pain, and morph. sulph. was given sub- 
cutaneously, to the extent of 1} to 2 grains; 
thick gruel was also administered freely. 
At 94, P.M., she was brought to the City 
Hospital, suffering severe and constant cut- 
ting pain in epigastric and umbilical re- 
gions; great tenderness over the whole 
abdomen ; teeth chattering, skin hot and 
dry; mouth and lips parched; tongue 
clean, but very dry; excessive thirst— 
answered correctly when spoken to. Pulse 
112. Temperature 99°. 

Morph. sulph. gr. 4 was given subcuta- 
neously. Ol. olive 4ij. ordered immedi- 
ately, 5i. to be repeated every hour after- 
wards; thick flax-seed tea to drink freely. 

At 11, P.M., patient was in constant mo- 
tion from the pain, with an occasional con- 
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free from pain. 


192 


MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 








vulsive shivering or trembling of the whole 
body. Morph. sulph. gr. 3 was repeated. 
At 12, P.M., the paroxysms of pain were 
very severe. Patient starting from the bed, 
and rolling about in agony ; then, after be- 
coming quiet, she would change gradually 
from groaning to loud laughter, until the 
next paroxysm commenced. 4 gr. of mor- 
phia was given, and repeated at 1, A.M. 
» By 2, A.M., she was quiet, and nearly 
The next day, she talked 
rationally ; pain was still paroxysmal, but 
easier ; seat of pain now below umbilicus ; 
frequent trembling, and twitching of arms 
and face ; abdomen somewhat tympanitic, 
excessively tender, even to the slightest 
touch ; knees kept drawn up; tongue hea- 
vily coated; pulse 108. Turpentine stupe 
ordered to abdomen, and milk given freely 
to drink. Two grains of morphia were 
given during the day, at intervals, so as to 
keep the patient nearly free from pain. She 
was very restless, and had had no sleep 
since entrance. Pulse 120. Temp. 100. 

On the 22d, slept from 1 till 5, A.M. 
Face flushed ; tongue dry in centre, thick, 
white coat on sides; no contraction of pu- 
pils; no dejection since the 18th. She 
slept nearly all day, and had no morphia 
until 45, P.M., then one-third of a grain re- 
peated at 8and 10. The pain was not ex- 
cessive, but patient was very restless ; be- 
came quiet after one-eighth of a grain of 
morphia and twenty grains of bromide of 
potassium ; slept nearly all night. 

On the morning of the 23d, had a copious 
dejection, preceded, according to direc- 
tions, by a large injection of oil, and ac- 
companied by some pain and blood. The 
dejection contained about a dozen large 
fragments of glass, and a larger number of 
smaller ones. Patient moved herself easily, 
and without pain. Tenderness of abdomen 
somewhat diminished ; slept nearly all day, 
and had but one-third grain of morphia, and 
twenty grains of bromide of potassium. On 
account of nausea, the olive oil was omitted. 
The patient continued to improve after this, 
the tongue clearing off, and pain and ten- 
derness gradually disappearing. Two more 
dejections were examined for broken glass, 
and from each a moderate quantity was re- 
covered, making in all nearly the amount 
swallowed. Patient was discharged, free 
from pain or other trouble, Dec. Ist. 


<i 
——— 





Dr. Atrrep Wraicut says in the London 
Lancet that he has frequently employed 
with success the oil of peppermint as a lo- 
cal anesthetic in the treatment of neuralgia, 
and also of gout. 





CYSTS OF LUMBAR LYMPHATIC GLANDs, 


Read before the Boston Society of Medical Sciences 
March 7th, 1871, by R. H. Frrz, M.D., Boston. ” 


On the 21st of February, the autopsy was 
made at the Massachusetts General Hospi- 
tal of a patient in whom the following dis- 
eased appearances were observed. Osteo- 
sclerosis of cranium, old peritoneal adhe- 
sions, enlarged and cheesy follicles of the 
spleen, hemorrhagic parenchymatous ne- 
phritis, dropsy of Fallopian tubes, recto- 
vaginal fistula, fibro-myoma of vagina, ex- 
tensive cicatrix of rectum, probably specific, 
and a rare form of disease of the lumbar 
lymphatic glands. Three of these glands, 
lying near one another in a vertical direc- 
tion, were enlarged—the one, the superior, 
to the size of a pigeon’s egg, somewhat 
lobulated; the second to that of a horse- 
chestnut; the third, the inferior, perhaps 
doubled in size, presented externally but 
little appearance of disease. The two 
largest glands were slightly transparent in 
parts, apparently containing fluid. On cut- 
ting open one of these, a clear, yellow fluid 
escaped, and the walls of the cyst at once 
collapsed. The cavity was partially sepa- 
rated by projecting walls, with crescentic 
edges, into five or six smaller cavities, all 
of which freely communicated with one an- 
other. The lining membrane of the wall 
was smooth, shining, presenting here and 
there numerous projections somewhat small- 
er than mustard-seed. The walls of this 
cyst varied in thickness from a line or two 
up to a half inch, the thicker portions con- 
taining more or less glandular tissue. This 
fluid, on microscopic examination, present- 
ed, as morphological elements, granular 
corpuscles. This specimen was preserved 
in alcohol for further examination. 

The two smaller cysts, without being open- 
ed, were hardened in chromic acid and alco- 
hol. The larger of the two was found to repre- 
senta single cyst, whose walls variedin thick- 
ness from one to three lines; whereas the 
smaller was rather to be regarded as a lym- 
phatic gland containing four cysts, one of 
which might further be considered, judging 
from its outline, as having been made up 
by the fusion of two preéxisting cavities. 

These cavities were seated nearer the in- 
ferior than the superior portion of the gland, 
and were imbedded in glandular substance. 
Owing to the action of the fluids used for 
hardening, the contents of the cysts had 
become converted into a mass of the con- 
sistency of cheese, which filled perhaps 
seven-cighths of the cavity, the remaining 











CYSTS OF LUMBAR LYMPHATIC GLANDS. 





198 











space being occupied by the hardening 
fluid. 

Microscopic Appearances.—The lining 
membrane was composed of small polygo- 
nal cells of the character of tessellated 
epithelium, containing large nuclei, one 
sometimes two nucleoli, the amount of cell 
protoplasm being small. The coagulated 
contents lying near and upon the wall were 
apparently formed by the confluence of in- 
numerable minute globules, in such a man- 
ner that spaces were left here and there 
bordered by irregularly curved lines, the 
mass itself being homogeneous, strongly 
reflecting light. Ata greater distance from 
the wall, however, a mass of indistinct 
granules was observed. In the midst of 
the homogeneous mass, and in the immedi- 
ate vicinity of the wall, the glandular cor- 
puscles were found. The character of the 
wall varied to a certain extent in the differ- 
ent specimens. The smaller gland might 
be considered as representing the more re- 
cent condition ; the unilocular cyst, a more 
advanced stage. 

In these smaller cysts the wall seemed to 
be composed of little else than epithelium 
and glandular tissue. The retiform tissue, 
however, contained meshes which were 
more elongated and narrower than the nor- 
mal; and, indeed, one might see what could 
be regarded as direct transitional stages 
from the well-marked normal glandular reti- 
culum to the denser, as it were compressed, 
meshes composing the wall. In the uni- 
locular cyst a dense connective tissue form- 
ed the wall, with, at times, spindle-shaped 
thickenings here and there which contained 
muscular elements. Just beneath this layer 
of dense connective tissue, formed of bun- 
dles of more or less parallel fibres with 
relatively few cells, came a layer of reti- 
form connective tissue, not so rich in cells, 
nor with such large meshes as that describ- 
ed previously, but still differing to a marked 
degree from the strata on either side, which 
were composed of dense connective tissue. 
Beneath the third layer, in which were 
found the larger bloodvessels and a slight 
amount of fat tissue, came the healthy 
glandular structure and finally the capsule 
of the gland and the peritoneum. The 
lymph sinuses were nowhere found to be di- 
lated; the glandular follicles were apparently 
of normal size andappearance. In rare cases 
there were found in the more recent cysts 
small pouch-like diverticula running for a 
short distance into the substance of the 
gland, but nowhere passing through the 


“‘compressed’”’ retiform tissue previously 
spoken of. 





The little bodies which were seen upon 
the wall of the cyst, were found to lie quite 
superficially in the connective tissue of the 
older cysts. They seemed to be seated in 
that stratum of connective tissue containing 
numerous cells, that intervening between 
the two layers of denser connective tissue ; 
at the same time they were often of such a 
size that the two layers were forced apart 
and to a certain extent encroached upon by 
them, the meshes of the intermediate stra- 
tum being widened immediately on the pe- 
riphery of these bodies. Their shape was 
irregular, their outline generally scalloped. 
They were apparently made up by the more 
or less intimate fusion of separate masses. 
Nodulated, lobulated, with excrescences 
here and there, they suggested microscopic 
grains of sago. They strongly reflected 
light ; and, on the addition of H Cl, bub- 
bles were given off, and at the same time 
their optical properties became more nearly 
allied to those of the surrounding tissue, 
the mineral constituents being dissolved. 
It was then seen that many of the nodules 
were made up of concentric rings; others 
appeared as if composed of innumerable 
minute spheres, presenting a mulberry-like 
appearance. In no instance were these 
found to project above the epithelial layer ; 
their appearance resembled in many respects 
the so-called prostatic concretions. 

Another interesting point observed in the 
examination of this tumor was with refer- 
ence to the apparent place of origin of the 
granular corpuscles. The sections, perpen- 
dicular, seemed to indicate the superficial 
layer of connective tissue corpuscles, lying 
just beneath the epithelium as the place of 
origin. Long, spindle-shaped bodies, com- 
posed of masses of minute fat globules, 
were seen lying beneath the epithelium ; in 
other parts the change of form had occur- 
red, the spherical corpuscle was present, 
elevated above the wall, but still enclosed 
within the layer of epithelium represented 
by the continuous layer of nuclei reddened 
by carmine. 

At times one found two or three of these 
corpuscles side by side. And again, in ad- 
dition, one or two small, round cells, resem- 
bling lymph corpuscles, which remained in 
the same position, notwithstanding the sec- 
tion was removed from the glass, washed, 
and again examined ; these were seen lying 
in the angle formed by the elevated layer of 
epithelium and the connective tissue be- 
neath. 

In other places the corpuscles were of 
the same size as those lying in the coagu- 
lated contents of the cyst; the epithelium 
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was no longer continuous over them, but the 
three or four cells which extended up, lad- 
der-like, on the surface of the corpuscle, 
indicated what might have been the previ- 
ous condition though the fact that the 
epithelium was not continuous over the en- 
tire corpuscle by no means indicated that 
the same was on the point of showing it- 
self in the fluid contents, as this appearance 
might have been produced in making the 
section. Nowhere was evidence obtained 
indicative of a change of the epithelium 
cell into the granulation corpuscles. 

I have made a somewhat careful exami- 
nation of these tumors, from the fact that I 
am unable to find on record the microscopic 
examination of similar growths. The dis- 
ease, as before said, is one of great rarity. 
I have been able to find, in Rokitansky, the 
record of two cases where a cystoid degene- 
ration of the abdominal lymphatic glands is 
said to have occurred. In one case, where 
dilatation of the heart was present, with 
anasarca, several glands were found in the 
mesentery enlarged to the size of walnuts ; 
the walls were thick and stiff, the contents 
a fatty, smeary, whitish-yellow mass. Others 
were delicate, flaccid, contained in part a 
clear thin, in part a white thick fluid. In 
the second case a lobulated sac, of the 
size of a child’s head, was found in the 
meso-colon, the contents of which was a 
milk-white or light-red fluid, in which were 
single gelatinous and shreddy masses, of 
which some were bluish red, others black 
and clinging to the wall. The ductus thora- 
cicus in the lower part of the lumbar glands 
was varicose. 

In the first case described by Rokitansky, 
the gross appearances resemble, in part, 
those of the case presented to the Society. 
The second case, however, has no points in 
common, and it might be well doubted 
whether the origin was similar. In his 
general remarks previous to introducing the 
two cases, he considers that the accumula- 
tion of lymph or chyle in the glands pro- 
duces a cystoid degeneration, with increase 
in the volume of the gland. 

This theory of the origin of the cysts 
seems the most probable one. In our own 
case, there was at some more or less remote 
period a peritonitis, as a result of which 
numerous adhesions formed between the in- 
testines and the neighboring parts. As a 
result of this process in the pelvis, one has 
a closure of the Fallopian tubes and the 
conversion of their cavities into those of 
cysts, with at the same time an enormous 
increase in volume, for each of these cysts 
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of the tubes contained more than three 
ounces of fluid. 

In the microscopical sections of the glan- 
dular tumors, we have no appearances 
which could not be explained upon the the- 
ory of cysts due to retention of contents, 
with subsequent dilatation ; and at the same 
time there is no positive evidence which 
would indicate the existence of a new for- 
mation or a cystoma in the exact sense of 
the word, while the condition of the wall 
of the recent cysts is almost positive evi- 
dence in favor of the origin from dilated 
lymph vessels. 
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LYNN MEDICAL SOCIETY. 8B. B. BREED, M.D., 
SECRETARY. EXTRACTS FROM THE RECORDS. 


Fes. 2d.—Dr. Galloupe reported a case of 
acute rheumatism, followed by complete 
paralysis of sensation and of the voluntary 
muscles below the head. The involuntary 
muscles were unaffected, and the patient 
had a good appetite. 

Dr. Perley reported a case of post-partum 
hemorrhage in a primipara. Delivery good 
placenta came readily. He observed 
the pulse to falter, and, introducing his 
hand, found the uterus uncontracted, and 
itself and the vagina full of blood. Carry- 
ing his other hand to the fundus and mak- 
ing pressure, contraction was readily in- 
duced. 

Dr. Galloupe reported five cases of ma- 
lignant typhoid fever in one family—one 
death. He attributed the severity of the 
disease to lack of ventilation and cleanli- 
ness. 

March 2d.—Dr. Nye reported at length 
the case of a patient who died of purpura 
at the age of 68. 

Dr. Galloupe stated that he had seen 
several cases of illness with dark spots on 
the skin, due, in his opinion, to the use of 
tainted meat. 

Dr. E. Newhall gave the details of a case, 
in which the symptoms, though obscure, 
seemed to indicate phlebitis, site unknown, 
followed by pyzemia. The use of bisulphite 
of soda in full doses had seemed to control 
the disease. The case was subsequently 
fatal. The same remedy had been used, 
with marked effect, in the case of another 
patient, who, early last September, was 
taken with symptoms of typhoid in a mild 
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form. At the end of a week, pus collected 
in the right elbow, and was evacuated by a 
puncture. During the third week, pain and 
tenderness were marked over the region of 
the bladder, and were apparently relieved 
by a spontaneous opening into the bladder, 
as pus appeared in notable quantity in the 
urine. This continued till, during the eighth 
week, a collection of pus was found in the 
left lumbar region, when the pus in the 
urine ceased. One pint of matter was dis- 
charged from the loin, and the cavity closed 
in two weeks. He then improved rapidly, 
gaining thirty pounds, and was able to 
walk three miles at once. Four weeks since, 
however, a hard mass, the size of an egg, 
presented itself in the right groin, in which, 
at the present time, slight fluctuation can 
be detected. The bisulphite of soda was 
used in doses of grs. xx. ter die. The case 
was subsequently fatal. 

April 6th.—Dr. Breed reported a case of 
fracture of the lower jaw, at the angle, by 
a blow from the fist. He also cited the 
complete crushing of the bones of the foot, 
without injury to the skin, in a recent fatal 
accident, as an instance of the possible se- 
verity of injuries without external marks. 

Dr. Nye stated that he had used ipecac 
in cases of diarrheea, in doses of two grains 
in syrup, with the happiest results. 

Dr. Galloupe reported a case of syphilis 
in a midwife, contracted from a woman with 
secondary disease, whom she had attended 
in a miscarriage at five months, with twins. 
One week after delivery of the woman, a 
pimple appeared on the finger, followed by 
sloughing and loss of two phalanges. The 
finger was amputated, with head of meta- 
carpal bone, eight weeks after the exposure. 
In ten weeks, a specific eruption appeared, 
which was readily cured by the use of iodide 
of potassium in thirty grain doses. She 
has now sore throat. The woman from 
whom the disease was contracted had had 
frequent miscarriages, and her husband was 
known to have had syphilis. 

Dr. Galloupe reported that he had used 
hydrate of chloral in a case of pneumonia, 
with excitement; fifteen grains inducing 
quiet in five minutes and sound sleep for six 
hours. In fifteen minutes after taking the 
dose, the sleep was like that from chloro- 
form; the patient could not be aroused. 
In a case where domestic and financial trou- 
bles had so disturbed the system that the 
man did not average a half hour’s sleep each 
night, the same happy result followed the 
use of fifteen grains. Inacase of wound 
of the hand, with great excitement and pain, 
forty grains gave no relief. Dr. G. had 








used it two or three hundred times, and 
found it invaluable to relieve sleeplessness. 

Dr. Galloupe stated that he had recently 
examined a man who, when a child, had a 
pen driven through the hard palate. The 
opening has enlarged until it is now one 
inch long and one-fourth inch wide. 

Dr. Perley reported the case of Mr. P., 
et. 70. Three months since, a swelling 
appeared in the right side, over the lower 
margin of the ribs. It constantly increased 
in size, with much pain. Two months 
since, it was opened, discharging pus freely. 
The next day the discharge was bright yel- 
low, and since that time black specks have 
been constantly present, which, when 
rubbed up with water, tinge it a bright yel- 
low. The discharge is gradually diminish- 
ing, and patient is able to walk out of doors.* 

Dr. Emerson reported a case of puerperal 
convulsions, occurring in a first labor. The 
woman was fleshy, weighing over 200 
pounds. The head was found resting on 
the perineum, and was born during the 
third convulsion. The placenta was re- 
moved by the hand from the fundus. The 
attacks continued through the night, in 
spite of the continued use of ether, and 
bromide of potassium ten grains every hour. 
The next morning morphine, one-half grain, 
hypodermically, finally stopped the attacks. 

May 4th.—Dr. Newhall reported a case 
of scarlet fever, in which the infection was 
traced directly to clothing brought by a 
servant from a family in which the disease 
prevailed. 

Dr. Breed reported a similar case, in 
which the contagious matter was brought 
in a pedlar’s pack. 

July 6th.—Dr. Nye presented a gentle- 
man from Maine, 70 years of age, who has 
had for nearly a year a tumor growing from 
the base of the tongue, on the left side, 
projecting into and half-filling the pharyn- 
geal space. The base was broad, slightly 
furrowed on the inner aspect. The voice 
was hoarse, but deglutition was only slight- 
ly interfered with. The submaxillary glands 
were not affected. The man was feeble 
and anemic. No operative procedure was 
advised. The case was fatal about six 
months later. 





* March 1, 1871.—The fistula is still open and con- 
tinues to discharge bile. Gall-stones were discharged 
till within the last three months. The man is able to be 
about his business. 

Are there other cases of the kind on record ? The only 
similar one of the kind that Dr. Perley has been able to 
find is in the Medico-Chirurgical Review for July Ist, 
1833, quoted from the Archives Générales for March of 
the same year. In that case gall-stones were discharged, 
but nothing is said about bile. The patient was improv- 
ing when the record was made. ‘ 
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Dr. Galloupe reported*a case of injury, 
involving the loss of thumb and forefinger 
and a simple scratch of the middle finger, 
which was followed by gangrene, with se- 
vere pain and tetanic symptoms. This re- 
sult was probably due to abstraction of the 
arterial supply by the original injury. 

The same gentleman reported a fatal case 
of malignant erysipelas, following auto- 
vaccination. 

Dr. Nye presented an infant, of seventeen 
months, with a singular deformity of the 
left leg. The tibia was absent from its 
place, but projected upward and inward 
from the inner aspect of the lower extremity 
of the femur. The extremity of the latter 
bone was pointed and rounded, and articu- 
lated very loosely with the head of the fibu- 
la. The patella was absent, a deep, hollowed 
cicatrix marking its place. The foot was 
turned inward. The leg was movable in all 
directions, to a limited extent, by the vol- 
untary power of the child, but was habitu- 
ally held parallel to the projecting tibia. 

Dr. Breed exhibited a uterine mucous 
polypus, removed by écrasement without 
loss of blood; and referred to the use of 
the glycerin tampon, in this and similar 
cases, as preserving perfectly the cleanli- 
ness of the parts and promoting the sepa- 
ration of the stump of the pedicle. 

The same gentleman also reported a case 
of rupture of the urethra by a fall astride a 
plank, in which extravasation of urine and 
the formation of a tumor behind the scro- 
tum rapidly ensued. The patient refused 
operative interference for four days, when, 
the pain becoming intense, he consented. 
Several ounces of decomposed urine and 
clots were removed by an opening in the 
median line. Sinuses were found extend- 
ing in every direction. The catheter, which 
was passed with difficulty, owing to stric- 
tures due to specific disease, was retained. 
The case recovered perfectly. 

Dr. Galloupe reported a case of fracture 
of both tables of the skull, by a blow over 
the left orbit. There was free discharge of 
brain substance. The man walked alone, a 
quarter of a mile, to his home, and washed 
out the wound himself. The flap of skin 


was laid over the wound and retained by a. 


single strap. Union by first intention fol- 
lowed, and there has been no disturbance 
of the brain or other unfavorable symptom. 

Dr. Galloupe also reported a case of injury 
to the knee. A boy, two months since, 
stuck the point of a knife into the front of 
the knee, immediately above the patella. 
One week after, a projection, one and a 
half inches long, suddenly appeared at the 











place of ge 5 This burst, discharging 
six ounces of synovia, of which a large 
amount was also discharged the next day, 
The limb was placed ona splint, and the 
wound covered air tight by carbolic oil and 
putty. Fomentations increased the pain, 
which amounted to agony uncontrollable 
by morphine, but it was instantly relieved 
by the use of ice. The boy has now, for 
some weeks, moved about on crutches. The 
knee is stiff, but the anchylosis is probably 
false and removable by motion. (The an. 
chylosis, in this case, proved bony.) 

Sept. 6th.—Cholera infantum was dis- 
cussed. It was agreed that fewdied from 
the immediate effects of the disease. Its 
tendency has been to terminate in diarrhea, 
which persisted in spite of all treatment. 

Dr. Nye had found good results from the 
use of subcarbonate of bismuth, in doses of 
two to five grains. 

Dr. Galloupe had employed the following 
combination, as diet, with good success : 

Cream, one tablespoonful, 
Water, four a 
Lime water, one “ 

Oct. 5th.—Dr. Nye made a report of an 
autopsy on the body of a child two years 
old. The abdominal cavity was occupied 
by a large, fibro-cystic tumor, apparently 
originating in a mesenteric gland. Weight, 
with several small tumors connected, about 
twelve pounds. Nearly globular in shape. 
One cyst contained about a quart of dark 
red serum. Disease had existed a year and 
a half. 

Dr. Perley spoke of the use of corrosive 
sublimate, in marasmus, in doses of one 
thirtieth grain. 

The Society then listened to an interest- 
ing paper, written in accordance with a re- 
quest of the Society at a previous meeting, 
by the president, Dr. Perley, giving an ac- 
count of his recent European trip. A vote 
of thanks was tendered to Dr. Perley for 
his paper. 

Dr. Newhall introduced the subject of 
typhoid fever, and remarked upon the unu- 
sual character of the disease, as seen in his 
practice, this season. A patient would 
seem to be going on well, even to be hav- 
ing a light run of the disease, when sud- 
denly depressing symptoms would set in, 
and the case would terminate fatally in, 
perhaps, twenty-four or forty-eight hours. 

Dr. Pinkham spoke of the unusual preva- 
lence of catarrh in cases of fever this season, 
it having been present in every case he had 
seen. Other members present had observed 
the same. 
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Modern Therapeutics; a Compendium of 
recent Formule and specific therapeutical 
Directions. By Guo. H. Napueys, A.M., 
M.D. Second Edition. Philadelphia: 
1871. 

Tue favor with which this work has been 
received in the profession is attested by the 
publication of a second edition within a 
year of the first appearance of the book. 
The author’s design was to collect from re- 
cent medical periodicals, monographs and 
systematic treatises, the utterances of ex- 
perienced practitioners in relation to thera- 
peutics. With obvious judgment in mak- 
ing his selections from the almost infinite 
material at his command, he has presented 
a systematic compilation of formule, so 
that the reader has at a glance the thera- 
peutical measures adopted for the various 
diseases by the best modern authorities. 
It is a handy book for ready reference, an 
index to more deliberate and more extended 
studies. This character in great measure 
rescues the work from the reproach which 
deservedly belongs to a class of medical 
text-books which, under the name of com- 
pendiums, lead to mechanical, unscientific 
and superficial methods of thought and 
study; for the reader finds here in the for- 
mule, and in the concise notes which ac- 
company them, opportunity not only to con- 
sult, with alacrity, the best practitioners, 
but to compare their therapeutics in any 
given case. 

We are glad to see that Dr. Napheys 
proposes to keep the work well up with the 
most recent scientific advances by repeated 
revision. In subsequent editions, a few 
obvious typographical errors will doubtless 
disappear. 





Galvano-Therapeutics. The Physiological 
and Therapeutical Action of the Galvanic 
Current upon the Acoustic, Optic, Sympa- 
thetic and Pneumogastric Nerves. By 
Wiuuas B. Nerret, M.D. New York: 
D. Appleton & Co. 1871. 

Ts little volume, of less than two hun- 
dred pages, contains far more than its un- 
’ pretentious size would indicate. The au- 
thor’s original researches into the relation 
of galvanism to physiology and therapeu- 
tics, together with his acquaintance with 
the results of the latest European investi- 
gations in the same department, enable him 
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to write as one having authority. Nearly 
half the treatise is devoted to the action of 
galvanic currents on the auditory nerve in 
health and disease, or galvano-otiatrics ; 
and the closing pages are given to the study 
of the sympathetic and the pneumogastric 
nerves. These special studies are exhaust- 
ively treated, and the subjects immediately 
incidental to them are well discussed. 

In the application of electricity, both in 
experimental researches and in the treat- 
ment of disease, preference is given to the 
galvanic current as it was introduced b 
Remak, and is at present used by the best 
electro-therapeutists abroad. He deems it 
more sure and more manageable than any 
method by induction. By the intelligent 
and skilful use of this apparatus, Dr. Neftel 
attains truly marvellous results in the treat- 
ment of certain, so called, incurable cases. 

In connection with these researches in 
galvano-therapeutics, the reader will find 
a vast number of suggestive hints relating 
to the most advanced theories concerning 
the physiology of the nervous system; by 
a singularly concise style of composition, 
the author condenses a great amount of in- 
formation in a few words, so that each sen- 
tence becomes the theme for fruitful study. 
Although this condensed and technical 
style tends occasionally towards obscurity 
of sense, itis really no objection as a whole, 
and, in these days of diffuse habits in writ- 
ing, will rather add to the value of a book 
which possesses besides so much obvious 
value. F. W. D. 


Code of Health of the School of Salernum. 
Translated into English Verse by Jonny 
Orpronavux, LL.D., M.D., &c. Philadel- 
phia: J. B. Lippincott & Co. 1871. 
Pp. 167. 

Tuis quaint little medical fossil, unearthed 
and newly published in English verse, 
comes down to us from the early twilight 
of the middle ages with a smack of fresh- 
ness, and a pointedness of style which natu- 
rally carry us back, still farther than the 
age which it represents, to the aphorisms 
of Hippocrates. The Regimen Sanitatis 
Salernt was for ages the Medical Bible 
of all western Europe, and held sway in 
the teachings of all its schools; its pithy 
sentences and homely truths are brought 
out in a way to make it a vade mecum with 
physicians, which each one felt bound to 
commit to memory, as Cicero tells us Ro- 
man boys did the Twelve Tables, ut carmen 
necessarium. The advance of modern ideas, 
and the new method of expressing truths, 
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have thrown this book out of use, although 
its truths still live, told indeed in other 
words. It is now interesting as an histori- 
cal curiosity, and, in making the first Eng- 
lish translation of the work since 1617, Dr. 
Ordronaux has placed a portion at least of 
the profession under an obligation; that 
part, namely, which has time to make a 
study of the literature of our calling. 


Body and Mind; an Inquiry into their 
Connection and mutual Influence, espe- 
cially in reference to Mental Disorders. 
Being the Gulstonian Lectures for 1870. 
By Henry Mavpstey, M.D., F.R.C.P.L., 
&c. New York: D. Appleton & Co. 
1871. Pp. 155. 

Tue three lectures forming the first part 
of the book were delivered before the Royal 
College of Physicians of London; the latter 
part gives still farther views which were 
not included in the lectures delivered ; and 
‘the general plan of the whole may be de- 
scribed as being to bring man, both in his 
physical and mental relations, as much as 
possible within the scope of scientific in- 
quiry.’”’ The subjects treated are the Phy- 
sical condition of Mental Function in Health; 
certain forms of Degeneracy of Mind, their 
causation, and their relations to other Dis- 
orders of the Nervous System ; the relations 
of morbid bodily states to disordered Men- 
tal Functions ; the limits of Philosophical 
Inquiry, and the Theory of Vitality. Like 
the Physiology and Pathology of the Mind, 
this little work of Dr. Maudsley is an able 
and important one, and calls for serious 
thought and reflection. 


The Physics and Physiology of Spiritualism. 
By Wituam A. Hamwonp, M.D., Professor 
of Diseases of the Mind and Nervous Sys- 
tem, and of Clinical Medicine, in the Belle- 
vue Hospital Medical College, &. New 
York: D. Appleton & Co. 1871. Pp. 86. 
Tas little work contains an exposé of 

some of the causes which produce many so- 

called spiritual manifestations and which 
lead certain classes of individuals to accept 
them as actual truths. The author has 
made a careful study of this delusion, with 

a view to disproving the agency of spirits 

or any supernatural beings in the matter. 

He has never seen a spiritualistic perform- 

ance which could not be accounted for by 

the operation of some one or more of the 
material or mental causes specified. ‘‘ Even 
if bodies had been raised in the air by agen- 
cies unexplainable, even if some one had 





read writing through several thicknesses of 
paper, even if others had been bound and 
unbound in a way unknown to us, even if 
knocks had been heard whose sources could 
not be ascertained, even if the causes of all 
the phenomena of spiritualism were entirely 
beyond our present knowledge, there would 
be no proof that spirits had anything to do 
with them. On the contrary the hypothe- 
sis of spirits is altogether the least plausible 
which could be suggested. The phenomena 
and the explanation have nothing in com- 
mon.”’ 





On Diseases of the Spine and of the Nerves. 
By C. B. Rapcurre, M.D., F.R.C.P.L.; 
J. N. Rapcurre; J. W. Beesrr, M.D., 
F.R.C.P.L.; F. E. Anstizr, M.D., &c., and 
J. R. Reynotps, M.D., &c. Philadelphia: 
Henry C. Lea. 1871. Pp. 196. 

Tue volume comprises a series of essays 
extracted from the ‘‘ System of Medicine,’’ 
edited by J. Russell Reynolds, M.D., ona 
group of diseases of great interest, and 
many of them of frequent occurrence. 
These essays are from the pens of gentle- 
men of acknowledged ability and experience, 
who have paid particular attention to the 
several diseases on which they have written. 
The volume presents the latest advances in 
the knowledge of the subjects discussed. 





The Gas Consumer’s Guide; a Handbook 
of Instruction on the proper Management 
and economical Use of Gas. Boston: 
ALEXANDER Moore. 1871. Pp. 148. 

A vuserut book in its way; containing 
much useful information and many hints for 
those employing gas as an illuminating 
agent. 





Report of the Board of Health of the City 
of Chicago for 1867, 1868 and 1869, and 

a Sanitary History of Chicago from 1833 

to 1870. 

Tus is a volume of 330 pages, prepared 
with much care and furnished with numer- 
ous plans illustrating the mortality of the 
great western city from all causes, and from 
special epidemics. These epidemics, by 
the way, have been of special value to Chi- 
cago. But for them it is doubtful whether 
the busy citizens, intent upon material pro- 
gress as expressed in grain, pork, lumber 
and corner lots, would have paused in their 
career of almost fabulous growth and pros- 
perity to look after the less obvious advan- 
tages of public health. 

The cholera was a blessing in disguise. 
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At each of its visits, the people were tho- 
roughly alarmed. But for the cholera and 
several minor epidemics which followed in 
its train, and all of which committed their 
greatest ravages in the undrained portions 
of the city, and along the borders of the 
sluggish stream which served as a common 
sewer, Chicagomightneverhave undertaken 
those great sanitary works of which the 
good fruits are now becoming evident. It 
is abundantly shown in this volume that the 
people are now in earnest in the wish to 
make Chicago as distinguished among Ame- 
rican cities for its drainage, its water sup- 
ply, and its freedom from disease-breeding 
nuisances, as she already is for business 
enterprise. The difficulties already met 
and partially surmounted are infinitely great, 
both from the original site of the city being 
but little elevated above the lake, and the 
absence of any current, whether tidal or 
otherwise, in the surrounding water. 

We should have been glad to find in the 
sanitary history a more brief, clear, and 
connected account of the plans of drainage 
and water supply, which persons at a dis- 
tance could see and readily understand in 
their grand features. 

The present Board of Health of Chicago 
is modelled after the Metropolitan Board of 
New York, and seems to possess, like that 
Board, great power to control all trades 
which, from carelessness or abuse, may en- 
danger the health of the city. The regis- 
tration of births, deaths and marriages, is 
also in their charge. These responsibilities 
are evidently in the hands of wise and pru- 
dent men, who are doing a work whose 


good effects will be apparent in all coming 
time. 


The Health and Wealth of the City of Wheel- 
ing, West Virginia. By James E. Reeves, 
M.D., City Health Officer. 

We wish every city in the land had a 
health officer as earnest as Dr. Reeves to 
inspire his fellow citizens with a desire to 
be healthy, wealthy and wise, and to show 
them how to do it. 

In a very attractive-looking volume of 
158 pages, Dr. Reeves has collected from 
all quarters a great mass of information on 
sanitary questions, skilfully chosen, well 
arranged, and certain to be useful to all into 
whose hands it may fall. The earth-closet 
question is prominent, and illustrated by 
many plans. Water supply, ventilation, 
vaccination, registration, noxious trades, 
and very many other things are discussed 
with intelligence. Such publications are of 

















great value, and should be welcomed by 
our profession when, as in the present case, 
they teach sound doctrine for the general 
good of the community. The statement of 
the death-rate of Wheeling in 1869 and 
1870 must be an error. It is inconceivable 
that in a growing town the average number 
of deaths for five years, 1861-1865, should 
be 400, and in 1869 and 1870 should fall to 
270 for each year. If, as we can hardly 
doubt, the registration of deaths is imperfect, 
no death-rate can fairly be given. There is 
nothing gained in the long run by exagge- 
ration of population or understatement of 
mortality. This is a western failing, but 
one which medical men should for their 
own credit avoid. 
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WHAT THE LAW-MAKERS HAVE 
BEEN DOING. 

Tue majority of physicians and apothe- 
caries in thiscity are aware, doubtless, that 
a petition providing that the practice of 
pharmacy shall be confined to a body of 
men legally qualified to prosecute it—the le- 
gality being based on known necessary at- 
tainments—has been presented to the Mas- 
sachusetts Legislature during the past win- 
ter. Although this movement was in sup- 
port of the most important interest of the 
public—its life—the bill was quietly refer- 
red to a sub-committee of the Judiciary 
Committee. Whether this committee will 
retain it under consideration indefinitely or 
not, remains to be seen; but judging from 
the support it has received outside of the 
profession, it seems as though the indiffer- 
ence should be construed as ignorance of 
its necessities. The question of infringe- 
ment on the rights of private individuals 
was carefully considered during the framing 
of the bill, and it is believed that without 
misconstruction, no clause affords an oppor- 
tunity for so doing. It was based on the 
one now in force in Baltimore, and which 
has been found to be a wise provision for 
the risks which the people must run in the 
use of medicines, compounded and dis- 
pensed by ignorant, careless and incompe- 
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tent drug clerks, and was substituted for 
the one compelling the use of English by 
physicians instead of Latin in writing their 
prescriptions; it being thought best to di- 
rect the efforts of legislators who were dis- 
posed to dabble in medicine, rather than 
they should launch upon the profession a 
law which would stand as a memorial of the 
injudicious action of its projectors and in 
its practical workings subject all affected 
by it to numberless, unnecessary inconve- 
niences. The necessity of a Registry Law 
is beginning to be felt in other localities be- 
sides Massachusetts. On Feb. Ist, at the 
annual meeting of the New Jersey Phar- 
maceutical Association in Trenton, the 
committee having charge of the proposed 
Pharmacy Law reported progress, stating 
that the bill was in the hands of the Judi- 
ciary Committee, and would be reported to 
the Legislature at once—they were quite 
hopeful of its becoming a law at an early 
day. The members present all expressed 
themselves in favor of the bill, believing 
that the time had come when the interests 
of the people as well as their own, demand- 
ed a higher and better established standard 
of moral and educational qualification for 
persons engaged in the practice of Phar- 
macy. Itis expected that strong opposi- 
tion will be made to the bill by certain phy- 
sicians who desire to avoid the examination 
required of those who wish to open new 
stores. 

On Feb. 6th, the Canadian Legislative 
Assembly passed a law which takes effect 
July Ist, 1871. It is entitled the Pharmacy 
Act of 1871. The Editor of the Phar- 
maceutical Journal, in announcing it 
says :— 


? 


‘“We have reason to congratulate our- 
selves that the rescue has been achieved, 
that the name of ‘chemist and druggist’ 
shall no longer be accounted a mockery and 
a deception, but that, reinstated in thé lost 
dignity of the profession, and with interests 
strongly guarded by the strong arm of the 
law, the pharmacists of Ontario shall soon 
take their place side by side with their Eu- 
ropean brethren—that illustrious fraternity 
which gave birth to a Davy and a Liebig, 
and which, at the present time, in point of 
scientific attainments, ranks second to none 
of the learned professions. * * * * 

‘‘The opening clause declares that after 








the first day of July, 1871, it shall be un- 
lawful for any person to sell, or keep open 
shop for compounding medicines, or retail- 
ing poisons, or to sell, or attempt to sell, 
any of the articles named in a schedule at- 
tached to the Act ; orto assume or use any of 
the titles ‘chemist and druggist,’ ‘ druggist,’ 
‘ pharmacist,’ ‘ apothecary,’ ‘ dispensing che- 
mist, or druggist,’ unless such person shall 
be registered under the Act, nor unless such 
person has taken out a certificate under the 
provisions of the twenty-first section of the 
Act. This latter section provides that par- 
ties registered shall receive a certificate 
stating the time during which they may 
carry on business as chemists and druggists. 
This term extends from year to year, and 
such certificates must be procured, annually, 
from the Registrar. 

‘‘The second and third sections have re- 
ference to an enumeration of those articles 
which are to be deemed poisons within the 
meaning of the Act. Such are presented 
in tabular form in a schedule, and are di- 
vided into twoclasses. The first class con- 
tains those poisons which may only be sold 
under certain conditions by registered drug- 
gists—viz.: (a) the purchaser must be 
known to the seller, or must be intro- 
duced by some one personally known to 
the seller; (b) before the delivery of the 
poison, the person actually selling the same 
shall make an entry in a book to be kept for 
the purpose, in form set forth in the Act, 
in which the date of thé sale, the name and 
address of the purchaser, the name and 
quantity of the article sold, the purpose for 
which it is stated by the purchaser to be 
required, and the name of the person, if 
any, who introduced him: to these details 
the signature of the purchaser must be at- 
tached ; (c) the third condition is that every 
box, bottle, vessel, wrapper, or cover con- 
taining any of said poisons shall be distinct- 
ly labelled with the name of the article, to- 
gether with the word ‘ poison ;’ and, if sold 
by retail, the name and address of the seller 
must also be shown forth. The articles on 
which these conditions of sale are imposed 
are hydrocyanic acid; aconite, and com- 
pounds thereof; tartrate of antimony ; ar- 
senic, and compounds thereof; atropine; 
conia, and compounds thereof; corrosive 
sublimate ; digitaline ; ergot ; Indian hemp; 
morphia, and its salts and solutions ; strich- 
nine, and nux vomica; savin and prepara- 
tions; veratria; and oil of cedar. The 
second class of poisons embraces those ar- 
ticles which can be sold without restriction 
by registered druggists, but could not be 
sold by any other. This class includes ox- 
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alic acid; belladonna, and compounds 
thereof; Calabar beans; cantharides; chlo- 
roform and ether; conium, and prepara- 
tions thereof; croton oil and seeds; cya- 
nide of potassium ; euphorbium ; elaterium ; 
Goulard’s extract; hyoscyamus, and pre- 
parations ; hellebore; iodine; opium, with 
its preparations, not including paregoric ; 
podophyllin ; iodide and bromide of potas- 
sium; St. Ignatius’ beans; santonine ; 
scammony ; stramonium, and preparations ; 
valerian ; verdigris ; sulphate of zinc; ace- 
tate of lead, and pink root. 

‘“The Council of the Ontario College of 
Pharmacy is empowered to add to the num- 
ber of the above poisons; and this body 
may from time to time declare, by resolu- 
tion, that any article ought to be deemed a 
poison within the meaning of the Act. 
Such resolution is to be subjected to the 
approval of the Lieutenant-Governor; and 
if such approval be given, it shall be ad- 
vertised, together with the original resolu- 
tion, in the Ontario Gazette. On the expi- 
ration of one month from the date of such 
advertisement, the article named in the reso- 
lution shall be deemed to be a poison within 
the meaning of the Act, and shall be subject 
to all its provisions. * ° * 

“« The fifteenth section relates to the duties 
of the Registrar. This officer is to keep a 
correct list of all persons entitled to be 
registered under the provisions of the Act, 
and to make such alterations as may from 
time to time be rendered necessary by 
deaths, removals, or other causes. On or 
before the fifteenth day of June in each 
year he is to publish an alphabetical list of 
all those who on the first day of that month 
were legally qualified to keep open shop as 
pharmaceutical chemists. 

“The seventeenth section describes 
those persons who are entitled to be regis- 
tered as pharmaceutical chemists. The 
qualifications are precisely similar to those 
given in respect to admission to the mem- 
bership of the College, viz.: the candidate 
must have been in business, as principal, at 
the time of the passing of the act, or must 
have served an apprenticeship of three 
years, and have acted in the capacity of 
assistant for one year, prior to the passage 
of the Act. Satisfactory evidence of this 
having been furnished to the Registrar, and 
the candidate having paid the fee of four 
dollars, he will be entitled to registration 
as a ‘ Pharmaceutical Chemist.’ In case he 
has paid the fee to the College, mentioned 
in the fourth section, the same shall be 
credited as his registration fee ; but there 
shall be payable to the Registrar, for the 





uses of the College, an annual subscription 
of four dollars. This becomes due on the 
first day of May, and it may be observed 
that by a subsequent clause, the non-pay- 
ment of any fees due under the Act, is fol- 
lowed by the withdrawal of all privileges 
conferred, and membership ceases at once. 
* * * * * * 

‘‘ All compounds named in the British 
Pharmacopeia must be prepared according 
to the formula directed in the latest edition 
published, ‘by authority,’ unless the Col- 
lege of Physicians and Surgeons shail se- 
lect another standard, or unless the label 
distinctly shows that the compound is pre- 
pared according to another formula. 

‘‘ Any person transgressing any of the 
provisions of the Act shall for the first of- 
fence incur a penalty not exceeding twenty 
dollars, with costs of prosecution, and for 
each subsequent offence a penalty not ex- 
ceeding fifty dollars and costs, to be reco- 
vered in a summary manner before any two 
justices of the peace, or police magistrates, 
on the oath of one or more credible wit- 
nesses, one moiety tc belong to the prose- 
cutor and the other to Her Majesty. In 
any prosecution it shall be incumbent upon 
the defendant to prove that he is entitled to 
keep open shop, &c. The production of 
the Registrar’s certificate will be accounted 
prima facie evidence that he is so entitled. 

‘No person selling articles in violation 
of this Act can recover any charges in re- 
spect thereof in any court of law or equity. 

‘“« A continuance of the rights and privi- 
leges at present enjoyed by physicians and 
surgeons is ensured by a provision of this 
Act, in which it is also stated that any phy- 
sician or surgeon may be registered as a 
pharmaceutical chemist, without undergo- 
ing examination. 

‘Upon a resolution of the Council being 
passed declaring that any person in conse- 
quence of his conviction for any offence or 
offences against the Act, is unfit to be 
on the register, the Lieutenant Governor 
may direct that the name of such person be 
erased.”’ 





New Asortion Birt.—We make the fol- 
lowing extract from the New York Times 
for March 15th :— 


A bill this morning introduced in the Sen- 
ate by Mr. Norton makes a most radical 
change in the laws relating to the procuring 
of abortions, and the selling of the medi- 
cines and instruments used for such pur- 
poses. The first section provides that any 
person who shall administer any medicine, 
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or in any other way procure an abortion | when sick, would your company charge a 
upon any woman, shall be guilty of man- | larger premium than if he had always been 
slaughter in the second degree. And if a| a homeopath? 

plea of necessity to save the life of the wo-| ‘‘2dly. Having been insured as a homeo- 
man is put in, proof of this necessity shall | path, if circumstances should render it ne- 
devolve upon the accused. Any person | cessary for him to come under other treat- 
supplying or procuring a drug, knowing | ment, while travelling for instance, would 
that it is to be used for such purpose, shall | that, if discovered by the company, vitiate 








be guilty of a misdemeanor, and be impris- | 


oned one year, or pay a fine of $1,000. Any 
person publishing any advertisement that 
shall, in any way, tend to produce the 
knowledge that any drug or medicine will 
procure abortion, shall be guilty of a mis- 
demeanor. Any person offending against 
this act shall be a competent witness against 


any other person so offending, and may be | 
compelled to appear and give evidence. | 


Chapter 631 of the laws of 1869 and all 
other conflicting laws are repealed. The sec- 
tion providing for the calling of any person 
guilty of the offence, to testify against any 
other person, is qualified by the clause that 
the testimony so elicited shall not be used 
against the witness in any criminal or civil 
proceeding. The feeling is so strong in 
favor of astringent law upon the subject 
that this bill will probably pass without 
much opposition. 





Homeopatuic Lire Insurance. Messrs. 
Editors,—Stopping at a country hotel, last 
summer, I took up a large book in the read- 
ing room, which I found to be a collection 
of advertisements. Among them were the 
advertisements of a couple of life insurance 
companies, bearing names as follows :— 
‘‘ Homeepathic Mutual Life Insurance Co., 
office No. 231 Broadway, New York,’’ and 
‘‘Hahnemann Life Insurance Co. of Cleve- 
land, Ohio.’”? By examination, I endeavor- 
ed to find out, first, whether the object was 
to insure particularly the lives of patients 
who entrusted themselves to the risks of 
homeopathic practice ; secondly, whether 


the policy ? 

‘An answer, &c., will oblige, 

‘* Resp’y yours, Francis WItttams,”’ 
| From one of the companies I never re- 
‘ceived answer. The liberal terms of the 
| other company will be seen by the follow- 
|ing reply, a part of which I have italicized. 

‘“ Hommopatuic Mutvat Lire Insurance Co.,, 
Office No. 231 Broadway, New York. . 

‘‘Dear Sir,—In reply to your favor of 
the 6th inst., permit me to say that we make 
| no heavier charge upon those who have not 
used homeopathic remedies, but have agreed 
to for the future, than for those who have 
always been homeeopaths. When a party 
insures with us as a homceopath, we of 
course expect him to live up to his agree- 
ment, but we never look for nor expect im- 
possibilities. When a party is travelling, 
and cannot get a physician of our school, 
we expect he will do the next best he can 
under the circumstances, viz., employ an 
old school physician. 

‘‘ Let me call your attention to page 5 of 
our rate-book, which I send you by this 
mail, Respectfully yours, 

A. Hatsey Piummer, Sec.’’ 


On looking at page 5 of the rate-book, I 
find the following paragraph :— 








| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


‘‘Cuance or Practice.—We annex no 
penalty to the change from homeopathy 
to any other system of practice, except that 
where such change is permanent, we reserve 
the right to charge, thereafter, non-homeo- 
pathic rates of premium. 

‘‘On this subject, we say to our homeo- 
pathic customers, if you are taken sick, 











the amount saved by the premium paid | when you cannot call your own physician, 
would be sufficient to make up the extra/| or another homeopathic physician worthy 
price which I should be obliged to pay in| of your confidence, do, in such an emer- 
Doctor’s fees; thirdly, whether I should | gency, what your own sense of fitness dic- 
incur the risk of losing policy, premiums | tates, and we shall be satisfied. We believe 
and all, if I should accidentally fall into the | you can be safely trusted to preserve your 
hands of a regularly educated physician, | own life by the best means within your 
when sick. For the purpose of helping me | reach.”’ 

to decide the matter, 1 wrote to the Secre-| The terms are so liberal, that I thought 
taries of both companies, copies of the fol-| the members of your profession might like 
lowing letter :— tosee them. _ I am very truly yours, 


‘“‘My Dear Sir,—Please answer the fol- Francis WILiaAMs. 
lowing questions, at your convenience. 

‘‘Tf a person had hitherto always been 
under other than homeopathic treatment 





Puarmaco-Doctors. Messrs. Editors,— 
Seeing in your Journat of the 2d inst., an 
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editorial upon pharmacists attempting to 
play the physician, brings to mind a case 
which occurred in my own practice, not 
long since. 

A young man cameo me with gonorrhea, 
which he had contracted for the first time. 
And in the course of my conversation with 
him, it came out that he had previously 
been to one of these would-be doctors, who 
prescribed an injection, of some kind un- 
known to the patient, together with half a 
pint of gin daily. 

The result was just what we should natu- 
rally expect. The patient grew worse, in- 
stead of better; the gin disappearing much 
more rapidly than the disease. 

Under proper treatment, however, it 
readily yielded, and in two weeks he had 
recovered perfectly. 

Cases like this are continually occurring 
to every physician, particularly in cities 
and large towns, and sometimes the most 
injurious results ensue. To make a pill is 
one thing; but to apply the same pill to 
the treatment of disease is quite another 
matter. The first is the legitimate and pro- 
per duty of the apothecary, and can be done 
by him better than by anyone else ; but the 
last belongs to the physician, and to him 
alone. Ne sutor supra crepidam, ‘“ Let the 
shoemaker stick to his last,’ is a maxim, 
equally as applicable to every other occupa- 
tion. Gro. H. Sranuey. 

Pawtucket, R. I., Mch. 14th. 


Occiusion or THE Vacina. By Dr. Mat- 
tory (Rich. and Louis. Journal) and Dr. 
Hatsertsma ( Central-Blatt, March, 1870).— 
Dr. Mallory reports a case of occlusion of 
the vagina, with prolonged retention of the 
catamenia, occurring in a woman aged 30, 
two years after her last confinement. <A 
puncture was made into the tumor, which 
was felt in the vagina above the obstruction, 
and a black, tarry fluid escaped, followed 
by perimetritis and the formation of an iliac 
abscess. ‘Two years afterwards the vagina 
was again occluded, and a second operation 
became necessary, which was again follow- 
ed by perimetritis; but subsequently com- 
plete recovery took place. 

Dr. Halbertsma explains the bad effects 
which so often follow an operation of this 
character by the fact that, when the uterus 
is rapidly emptied of menstrual fluid, the 
Fallopian tubes must be pulled upon and 
ruptured if, as is generally the case, adhe- 
sions exist; while, if they are still free, 
they are thrown into contraction with the 
uterus, and expel their contents into the 


abdominal cavity. Dr. H. makes only a 
small opening, and permits the retained 
fluid to escape drop by drop, and reports a 
case successfully treated in this way.— 
Phil. Medical Times. , 


M. Pevcu, a distinguished French vete- 
rinary surgeon, quoted by the Lyon Médi- 
cale from the Jour. de Med. Vet. de Lyon, 
has used the ether spray with marked suc- 
cess in ulcers and divers cutaneous affec- 
tions in the lower animals. Crusts, where 
they exist, are detached by the retraction 
of the subjacent tissues, the distressing itch- 
ing of certain lesions is at once allayed, and 
an exposed surface is dried by the rapid 
evaporation without the irritation caused by 
atmospheric air. Complete congelation is 
not sought, and in the case of said surfaces, 
the spray is used only until the deep red of 
the tissues is reduced to a pale pink. Un- 
der these conditions, M. Peuch asserts that 
spray is a most valuable cicatrizing agent 
in wounds and ulcers, more especially those 
of an indolent nature. The experiment may 
be worth atrial in the human subject, as 
we have no very satisfactory means of ei- 
ther allaying itching or healing chronic 
ulcers.—National Medical Journal. 


Tue Operation oF Svus-Hyomwran Pua- 
ryncotomy.—Langenbeck believes this ope- 
ration is destined to take an important 
place among the operations on the larynx. 
The operation was first described by Mal- 
gaigne, in 1835; but Vidal claims the credit 
of its invention, and asserts that Malgaigne 
derived the operation from him. The ope- 
ration was first performed by a surgeon of 
the French navy, for the removal of a tumor 
of the epiglottis. Langenbeck performed 
the operation for the first time in July, 1862, 
for the removal of a fibrous tumor of the 
size of an apple, dislocating the thyroid car- 
tilage downwards and to the left side. In 
1863, Follin performed the operation suc- 
cessfully on a boy, for the removal of a po- 
lypus of the larynx, without tracheotomy. 
Débroux, of Orleans, in Nov., 1863, per- 
formed the operation on a man, et. 52, for 
polypus of the larynx.—Dublin Quarterly 
Jour. of Med. Science. 


Arsenic AND Precnancy.—Dr. Du Vivier 
has published some cases which appear to 
"prove that the administration of arsenic 
during pregnancy is liable to cause abor- 
tion.— Australian Medical Gazette. 
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Medical Wliscellawy. 


WE trust that due allowance will be made for 
any inaccuracies which may occur in the JOURNAL 
during this month, as the best half of our Senior 
is at Auburn, N. Y. 


Fistuta in Ano.—W. B. Fletcher, M.D., one 
of the editors of the Indiana Journal of Medi- 
cine, says in an article on this subject: ‘‘ In re- 
gard to treatment, I have observed but one rule, 
and that was to disregard the condition of the pa- 
tient, and to operate at once and always with the 
knife. I pursue this course from the fact that I 
have not been able to increase the health of a pa- 
tient while the drain and annoyance to his system 
were kept up by the disease—whereas, after ope- 
ration, under good diet, he readily takes flesh 
and gains strength. I prefer the knife, because it 
is quick, clean, and sure, and by far less painful 
than the ligatures or any other method I have 
observed.” After the operation Dr, Fletcher 
dresses the parts with carbolic acid solution, 
which he says is a most painless application, and 
has the good effect of keeping the edges from 
uniting.— American Practitioner. 





Rapicat Cure For Coric.—A correspondent 
of a newspaper exchange gives the following 
item :— 

Dr. B. R. Westfall, of Macomb, IIl., had a 
patient, a Mrs. H., living eight miles from Ma- 
comb, who had been for several years previous to 
September, 1867, subject to terrible attacks of 
bilious colic. On account of the distance and 
their severity, the doctor had taught her to treat 
them herself. But on September 17th, 1867, be- 
ing suddenly summoned, and thinking to relieve 
rather than save her, he made an incision and cut 
out about five and a half inches of intestine and 
brought the cut ends in contact so that they grew 
together. The wound healed in about four 
months, and her recovery was perfect. Her health 
is now good, she does the housework for a large 
family, and has never had another attack of colic. 
—Med. and Surg. Reporter. 


ABDOMINAL NEuRALGIA.—Dr. Handfield Jones 
has lately called attention to a condition in which 
abdominal neuralgia and hypereesthesia (probably 
of the peritoneal lining) may be attended with 
high temperature and other symptoms very closely 
simulating peritonitis. As regards the differential 
diagnosis, if the patient have suffered from any 
known cause of exhaustion, the disease was not 
likely to be inflammatory; if enduring two or 
more weeks without the development of other 
symptoms, it could not be peritonitis; moreover, 
the peritonitic patient instinctively avoids move- 
ment and refrains from diaphragmatic respiration, 
while the neuralgic is often restless and has less 
fear of abdominal breathing, and the dulness on 
percussion common in the former is not present in 
the latter, The treatment should consist of opiate 
enemata, tonics, repose and good nourishment.— 
N. Y. Med. Gaz. 


CaLaBAR BEAN IN CONSTIPATION.—Dr. Victor 
Subbotin (Arch. f. Klin. Medicin, vi. 2, 3, 1869) 








communicates cases in which he obtained remarka- 
bly good result from this remedy. He prescribed 
a solution of the extract in glycerine, one to thirty 
the dose being four drops four times daily, A 
fecal tumor which resisted strong doses of a ca- 
thartic was quickly dispelled in this way. The 
cases in which the treatment is most suitable, are 
those due to atony of the muscular coat of the 
bowels, on which the Calabar extract acts power- 
fully, as is shown by experiments on animals,— 
Med. Press and Circular. 


Of the 123 deaths in Boston last week, 27 were 
of persons over 60 years of age, and two of these 
were aged 95 years each. 








ErRATA.—In last No. of the Journat, p. 182, line 3 
from bottom in Ist column, and line 32 from top in 2d 
column, for ‘‘ deadness”’ read hardness. 





PAMPHLETS RECEIVED.—Valedictory Address to the 
Graduating Class at Rush Medical College, Chicago. By 
Moses Gunn, A.M., M.D., Professor of Surgery. Pp, 
15.—First Annual Report of the Trustees of the New 
York Dispensary for Diseases of the Skin. Pp. 12.— 
Fifty-seventh Annual Report of the Trustees of the 
Massachusetts General Hospital, with the Fifty-third 
Annual Report of the Superintendent of the McLean 
Asylum for the Insane. Pp. 44.—Woman as a Physi- 
cian. By J. P. Chesney, M.D., Newmarket, Mo. Pp. 
13.—Thirteenth Annual Report of the Medical Superin- 
tendent of the Provincial Hospital for the Insane, Hali- 
fax, N.S. Pp. 46. 





Deaths in seventeen Cities and Towns of Massachusetis 
for the week ending March 18, 1871. 

Cities and No. of 

Towns. Deaths. 

Boston . . « « «1% 


Prevalent Diseases, 
Consumption . .. . 49 
Charlestown ... 8 Pneumonia ....- 29 
Worcester . . .. 14 Scarlet fever. . . . 10 
Te eae CON «s+ © + oe 
Miltord . . 1s ws 6 Erysipelas . . ... 6 
Chelsea ie, Dae 
Cambridge. . . . 138 
Gs « os se 
Lawrence .... 12 
Springfield a 
yn. « . 4 » « 
Gloucester . . . . 7 
Tien « < s+ »«« 2 
Newburyport . .. 4 
Somerville ....7 
Fall River .... 9 
Haverhill . ..- 4 





£90 
Two deaths occurred from smallpox—one in Spring 
field and one in Lowell. 
GEorGE Denpry, M.D., 
Secretary of State Board of Health. 





DraTHS IN Boston for the week ending Saturday, 
March 18th, 123. Males, 50; females, 73. Accident, 7— 
abscess, 2—apoplexy, l—anzemia, 1—inflammation of the 
bowels, 1—disease of the bowels, 1—bronchitis, 4—in- 
flammation of the brain, 2—disease of the brain, 4— 
eancer, 3—consumption, 22—convulsions, 4—croup, 2— 
debility, 1—dropsy, 3—dropsy of the brain, 3—scarlet 
fever, 5—gastritis, 2—disease of the heart, 9—hip dis- 
ease, 1—laryngitis, 2—inflammation of the kidneys, 1— 
congestion of the lungs, 3—inflammation of the lungs, 13 
—mortification, 1—marasmus, 4—measles, 1—old age, 5 
—paralysis, 2—peritonitis, 2—puerperal disease, 1—spi- 
na bifida, 1—scrofula, 1—synovitis, 1—tumor, 1—ulcers, 
1—unknown, 5. 

Under 5 years of age, 388—between 5 and 20 years, 13 
—between 20 and 40 years, 24—between 40 and 60 years, 
21—above 60 years, 27. Born in the United States, 77— 
Ireland, 30—other places, 16. 














































